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Gaia    is the student-run environmental magazine at the University of California, Santa 
Cruz.  It aims to provide coverage of sustainability-related initiatives on, or linked to, the UCSC campus and 
the broader community, in order to further awareness and encourage constructive action.  Gaia Magazine strives 
to practice the sustainability it promotes, and is printed locally on recycled paper using soy-based ink.  It is 
published annually in the spring, and welcomes submissions from UCSC students.
 This year at Gaia, we have focused on Sustainability at UCSC: Past, Present, and Future.  We hope to 
inspire you to get involved with the environmental movement on campus by highlighing past achievements, 
showcaseing current opportunities, and expressing the hopes and dreams of our student body for the future of 
sustainability at UCSC.  We hope you enjoy Gaia Magazine Issue V and help to spread the spirit of stewardship 
to our campus, community, and world.

Krista Rigsbee & Mollie King

Get Involved!  

Email: environmentalmediaproject@gmail.com
Website: https://environmentalmediaproject.wordpress.com
Facebook: https://facebook.com/environmentalmediaproject

Cover Photo By Kaleb Goff

Join the Team
Check our website! Then come to a meeting or email 
us to inquire about current opportunities.  Based on 

your skills and interests we will find you an internship 
or volunteer position on our team. 

Submit Contributions
Since Gaia is all student work, we depend on student 

contributions each year to make this magazine a 
success.  Download the contributor’s packet on our 

website for more information and email us you work.

 A Note From the Editors...

Photo By Tori Zdeb
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The Purple Tree
 
Turned and twisting, white and gray
Leading up to bright purple
Clusters whose scent I would like to smell.

Blue backgrounds build behind
Grace of green growth 
Conducting up to bright purple

Clusters whose scent I would love to smell.
Why don’t I smell the flowers?
They are right in front of me.

Go on, let their sublime presence 
Into your nose,
Into your memory.

Luckily,
I stopped to smell the flowers.

BY JACK MAZZA

Past

Photo By Tori Zdeb
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O ur beloved food source during stressful 
studying, the Global Village Cafee, 
located at the McHenry library, is now 
recognized as a Green Business by the 
City of Santa Cruz. The cafe provides 

sustainably sourced, locally grown, and healthy food 
options. In addition to these 
eco-friendly operations, the 
cafe also utilizes progressive 
waste prevention measures, 
providing a variety of waste 
receptacles such as trash, 
recycling, and compost bins. Global Village also 
encourages patrons to bring their own reusable mugs 
for coffee. These implementations allow for a more 
conscious effort on the part of consumers and thus lends 
further credibility to their recent recognition by the 
city. Adam Hoffman, the owner of Global Village Cafe, 
discusses some changes that he has made to advance 
ecologically sound practices within the business.

BY DANA KERN AND MOLLIE KING

Green Business Certified

Q. What compelled Global Village Cafe to pursue 
a Green Business Certification?

A."I really wanted to be a part of where I think the 
direction of the industry is headed which is as green as 

it can possibly be: minimizing waste, 
using environmentally-friendly 
packaging. That's what attracted me 
to this project the most…because we 
would be working with compostable 
materials. I have a separate compost 

system. We're the only independent vendor that does 
composting on campus. That was a really exciting 
opportunity for us to be a part of. I love the local food 
movement, keeping the transportation costs down. I 
wanted to really focus on local products, sustainable 
products, products that benefit the rainforests, such as 
Sambazon's Acai or the Guayaki Yerba Mates that we 
offer.”

Q. What are goals the cafe hopes to achieve now 
that it has received a Green Business Certification?

A. “Keep taking strides to eliminate Saran Wrap, 
is one thing that we’re trying to eliminate. It’s quite 
necessary in the food business but we’re making certain 
steps to eliminate, so we don’t have to spend a lot of 
time and a lot of money on Saran Wrap and obviously 
lowering the demand just as an independent vendor can 
have an affect. Other things, such as minimizing water 
waste…we did put nozzles (low-flow nozzles), which 
are still quite effective, for our dishwashing station…
Our coffee is a single-origin coffee from Nicaragua, 
sponsored by CAN (the Community Agricultural 
Network here at UC Santa Cruz). That is one thing we 
want to continue to promote up here because it’s an 
excellent coffee. It comes from a wonderful community 
in Nicaragua that basically dedicates all their time and 
energy into making sure that we have an awesome 
coffee…it’s beyond fair trade, they call it agro-eco, 
which incorporates more than just the business, trade 
and pricing side of the industry.” 
 “Our restaurant downtown [is] in the process of 
becoming Green Certifi[ed] here as well. Really, it’s not 
a whole lot of extra money involved, it’s just following 
proper steps and procedures to make sure that, you 
know, you’re in compliance...”  

“We’re the only independent 
vendor that does composting on 

campus.”
  - Adam Hoffman

 
 Perhaps the Global Village’s certification 
will pioneer a path to encourage other food vendors 
contracted with UCSC to pursue their own Green 
Business Certification. 

Photo By Dana Kern

Photo By Dana Kern

Photo By Mollie King
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2011
- Landfill and Waste Diversion Task Force Established 

to Achieve Zero Waste by 2020
- Carbon Fund Launched

Campus Sust- ainability Plan Version 1.5 Released

1965
UCSC was Founded

1967 
Alan Chadwick 

Garden was Startedd

1974
UCSC Farm was 

Founded

2003 
- Measure 9 (Sustainable Programs 
Fee) Gives $3/Student/Quarter to 

Sustainability Initiatives
- Campus Sustainability Council (CSC) 

is Established

2004 
The UC Policy on 

Sustainable Practices was 
Released

2005
Measure 14 increased the 

Sustainable Programs Fee to $6e 

2006
- Committee on Sustainablility 
and Stewardship Established

- Campus-Wide Sustainabiltiy 
Assessment Completedd

2007
- Sustainability Office Established

- Chancellor signs the Climate Action 
Compact and the American College 
and University President’s Climate 

Commitment

2008
Chancellor’s Council on Climate 

Change (CCCC) Launches 

2009
Environmental Media Project is 

Created and Funded by CSC

2010
- Release of Campus Sustainability Plan 1.0

- Chancellor’s Executive Committee on 
Sustainability and Climate Change was 

Established (Replacing CCCC)

University of California Santa Cruz
A Legacy of Sustainability

    1965    1970     1975     1980    1985   1990   1995   2000     2005   2010  

Photo By Brandon Blackburn

2001
Student Environmental 

Center (SEC) Establishedd
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some of the happiest times of my life have been in quiet 
places off the beaten path. I doubt that I’m the only one 
who thinks this, and I can see the appeal in going off 
the paved road and taking a brief walk in the woods on 
the way to class. If it is far enough out of the way it is 
usually quieter, and much more scenic. In other cases, 
it is just easier to take the most direct path to class. Or 
perhaps there is something new to be discovered outside 
the usual routes and you want to explore.
 Whatever the case, it is easy to be unaware of 
the damage that is being caused by one’s own footfalls. 
Environmentalism is not only about recycling and 
producing less waste. Those help, but leaving a smaller 
foot print on the Earth also comes down to how one 
directly interacts with their environment during their 
time spent outside. 
 Even though many students consider the ad hoc 
trails to be a positive addition to campus they can be 
especially detrimental to the campus landscapes. This 
is especially true of forests, which have soft floors 
composed of soil and leaf litter and are easily compacted 
by frequent use. When compacted, the soil loses its 
porosity, making it harder for water to penetrate into 
the soil leading to problems like erosion. In addition, 
frequently traveling over an area with vegetation can 
damage plants of all sizes, from small grasses to the 
sensitive roots of redwood trees.
 However the trails around campus are not only 
caused by students making their way to class. All along 
the edges of campus, as well as in some of the deeper 
ravines where there are trails, people have created new 
routes by walking off the officially maintained hiking 
paths that are often frequented. A common reason for this 
is the structures made out of fallen redwood branches 
that can be seen throughout the forest. Naturally, hikers 
often like to find nice spots to take a break while they 
are out and probably enjoy the stick forts for the shade 
they can provide. In addition, they work as an excellent 
spot to congregate at night when students want to go 
out into the woods but still stay away from prying eyes. 
But this is still the same kind of foot traffic that causes 
damage on campus. Because the area becomes such 
a major gathering place for students, new trails can 
stretch out from the structures like tendrils where plants 
will no longer grow.
 Now, I like to consider myself someone who is 
pretty enthusiastic about the outdoors, as many of the 
students at UCSC are. By no means am I trying to say 
that we should entirely avoid having an adventure in 
the scenic woods and grasslands surrounding campus.

In fact, I encourage people to go out and explore, because 
they have a rare chance to enjoy an amazing habitat and 
learn about the kinds of life that live all around them. 
However, if we want to make sure it lasts, we need to 
be responsible when we enjoy it. As I said before, the 
way we directly interact with the environment is just 
as critical to regulate as our water and energy usage. 
When enjoying a nice walk or hike in Santa Cruz try to 
stay on the official trails, because your feet can do more 
harm than you would expect. 

(For more information about the Site Stewardship program, go to 
the Physical Plant Website (http://ucscplant.ucsc.edu/ucscplant/
index.jsp) and click on “Grounds.”)

  “That’s us. We usually close off the 
shortcuts that students walk through.. The soil gets 
compacted and it can damage redwood trees.”
 Another student seemed a little less certain 
about our intentions. “You guys must not be very 
popular around campus, huh?” Tell me about it.  

 Those footpaths are 
very popular and students 
are using them more and 
more. In a recent survey of 
twenty-seven students on 
campus, twenty-three of 

them claimed to be environmentally aware. But despite 
that number, twenty-five of those students still use the 
shortcut paths on campus (although seven of those 
claimed to only do so “rarely”), and twenty stated that 
they believed those unofficial paths were a positive 
addition to UCSC. 
 I understand why this happens. In my own life I 
have never been fond of crowds, becasue I simply find 
too many people in a one place a bit obnoxious, and

A       NEW QUARTER and another retreat for 
all the sustainability interns. This time it 
was held at Camp Campbell, a YMCA 
club just outside of Boulder          
Creek, and all eighty of us were shuffling 

around the tables trying to get to know each other. 
I sat down at one, and 
everyone started introducing 
themselves and talking 
about their job on campus. 
 When it was my 
turn, I said, “I’m a Campus 
Sustainability Intern with the Site Stewardship program 
on campus.” As far as I could tell I was the only person 
at the retreat in Stewardship. One of my peers asked me 
what it is.
 “We do a lot of the ecological restoration and 
maintenance around campus. Do you ever see those 
green fences with the Stewardship signs on them?”
 “Yeah!” Sudden clarity. I smiled at that.
 

O Shortcuts, Where Art Thou?
Site Stewardship: A Method to Our Madness

Photo by Tori Zdeb

BY ROBERT MCDONNELL

Restoration of 
a Shortcut by 

McHenery

Even though many students consider the 
ad hoc trails to be a positive addition 

to campus they can be especially 
detrimental to the campus landscapes.

Photo by Tori Zdeb
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She has been seized as a victim of his merciless deeds;
Even now, man snatches at her ceaselessly,  
Only wanting to fulfill his own desires.
He murders her children and mauls her with scars, 
He is the leech who incessantly feeds.
Not caring to appreciate her majestic beauty, 
He consumes her gifts with eternal fires.

His poison, like a plague, seeps into her blue veins.
Bleeding and battered, she can no longer withstand man’s predatory ways.
This venom taints her green complexion, and her brown blood it stains.
The light her in eyes now quickly fades 
And soon, he will no longer wake to see the brilliance of her rays.

His poison is causing her such agony, 
She is dying as it turns her insides black.
She has tried to warn man,
The harm he is inflicting will ultimately destroy himself, as well.
Therefore time and effort man must not lack,
Otherwise life will spiral into the fiery depths of hell...

She heals without protest 
And gives freely of herself without question.
Now! 
Now is our turn to learn our lesson.
To heal Mother Earth,
To right the wrongs before we make things even worse.

We possess the power to reverse, 
reverse the damage we have caused, 
whether unintentional or on purpose;
Now is the time for us to dig deep beneath the surface.
The argument could be made that 
Nature is a slave to Man, yet still…

The catalyst of change is our power, our will...
To save ourselves,
We need to save nature in its perilous state,
And before it is too late, 
Learn our lesson.

Lesson 

BY DANA KERN

Photo By Kaleb Goff
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Alive
The forest lives alive and awake.
Endless patches of moss rise to greet a forgotten sun. 
A sun that shines down
Upon the backs of fox and deer,
Upon the crest of swallow and quail.

The forest speaks to those that listen-
The songs of birds,
Some named and some yet unknown .
Flocks of picayune sparrows 
Rest from flight amid the lichen covered branches
And twisting vines of the forest floor.

As one I join them, breathing its air
Seeking its nourishment
Sharing in its animation

BY ELIZABETH SMITH
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IT’S FRESHMAN YEAR, and I am at my first 
college party.  I naively volunteered to drive, 
so naturally I feel completely out of place. I 
desperately try to hide behind a friend, a red solo 
cup, and my IPhone. Finally, I settle for a bench 

outside, away from the stench of beer, sweat, and vomit.  
As I enjoy a moment to 
myself, the sexy senior 
tennis champ comes up 
and introduces himself! 
I manage a simple, 
“Hi.” and we fall into a 
great conversation about 
how much we have in 
common.  Inevitably he asks, “What’s your major?”.  
I say, “Environmental Studies”.  As soon as the words 
leave my lips he immediately asks the most dreaded 
question… “And what do you want to do with that?”  
I smile and say in my most flirtatious voice, “Save the 

world of course”. His grin matched mine as he said, 
“don’t we all?”.
 I learned many important lessons that night, but 
the one that sticks out is this: college students today want 
to make a positive difference, but feel like they can’t.  
When it comes to the environment, making change 

seems overwhelming 
and hopeless. Especially 
today, a time when the 
goal is no longer to 
“save the environment”.  
That battle has been lost. 
Climate change is now 
inevitable, biodiversity 

and resources are diminishing at unfathomable rates, 
and it seems that our political achievements have yet 
to make a dent.  The environmental movement has 
changed significantly since the times of John Muir and 
Rachel Carson. We have realized that preserving a 

Sustain the World, Your Wallet, and Your Appetite
BY KRISTA RIGSBEE

Photo By Ray Lee

  I am an overworked, STARVING 
college student.  I don’t have extra 
money and time to buy sustainable 

groceries!  Why do you think I only eat 
HotPockets and pasta?

weekend plans are not likely to change anytime soon, 
I decided that using my consumer power to purchase 
sustainable food would be worth a shot.  Everyone buys 

food, and agriculture 
is a substantial part 
California’s economy.
 Today agriculture is 
also a major contributor 

to environmental concerns such as climate change, 
pollution, soil degradation, water quality and resource 
scarcity.  Local products from small farms emit far 
less greenhouse gasses, waste less water, and better 
maintain soil quality than conventionally produced 
crops and livestock.  Organic agriculture grows crops 
and livestock without the use of pesticides, antibiotics, 
and hormones that can cause pollution and adverse 

 small piece of land or limiting an agricultural chemical 
is not enough to save the world.  Now what?
 Although it is easy to become depressed and 
overwhelmed by the many past and present failures, 
there is still a great deal of hope for the future.  
Environmentalists today are focusing on a concept 
known as “Sustainability”. In simple terms sustainability 
is managing our world in a way that supports social, 
economic, and environmental interests now, and in 
the future.  Today we do not live in a very sustainable 
world, but the idea of sustainability is growing rapidly 
and there now exists sustainable alternatives for a range 
of things, from energy to agriculture.  
 Although many sustainable alternatives exist, 
they are still not popular enough to make a difference. 
But, thanks to American consumerism, college 
students in America do have the opportunity to make 
significant improvements to the management of our 
world by consuming these sustainable alternatives.  
Unfortunately, sustainable alternatives can generally 
be more expensive and less 
convenient.  Therefore, 
college students, who 
commonly feel like they 
have no money, and even less 
time, are discouraged from using this consumer power 
to demand a more sustainable world.
 Can college students really afford to use 
consumer power to make change? After a quick look 
at my, eh hem, budget (if you can even call it that) I 
realized that I only spend money on a few things: school, 
food, weekend fun, and random trips to CVS. Since 
school will probably just get more expensive and my 

Breakfast

Shrimp 
Fettuccini

Butternut 
Squash Pasta

Went Out 
W/ Friends

Turkey 
Sandwhich

Stir Fry

Omlete & 
Hashbrowns

Oatmeal

Stir Fry

Grapefruit
&Toast

Eggs 
& Toast

Beef Stew

Beef StewNachos

Turkey  
Sandwhich

Grapefruit
& Toast

Shrimp
Fettuccini

PB&J

Oatmeal

Dinner

Lunch Turkey 
Sanwhich

Oatmeal 
& Eggs

Butternut 
Squash Pasta

   
          Wednesday     Thursday          Friday          Saturday         Sunday           Monday          Tuesday

According to the USDA, less than 
1 percent of US agricultural land is 

certified organic as of 2008.

Photo By Brandon Blackburn
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health effects. While sustainable agriculture can 
have tremendous impacts on the environment, such 
alternatives are not widely used.  According to the 
USDA, less than 1 percent of the US agricultural land 
is certified organic as of 2008.  
 This leaves huge room for improvement.  If 
America began to demand sustainably produced food, 
then that might just change the world. But wait a second!  
Isn’t organic food much more expensive? Doesn’t it 
take way more time to cook meals from scratch?  I am 
an overworked, STARVING college student and I don’t 
have extra money and time to buy sustainable groceries!  
Why do you think I only eat Hot Pockets and pasta? 
 Despite my doubts, I decided to do a little 
experiment.  I wanted to see if it was possible for a full-
time student, (with two majors, a few internships, too 
many extracurricular activities, lots of debt, and even 
a social life) to live on organic, local, and sustainably 
produced food for a week, without breaking the bank 
or failing out of school. Normally, I shop at the most 
convenient supermarket with no regard as to how my 
purchases affect sustainability.  During the experiment, 
I bought all my produce at the local farmers market 
from organic vendors. The rest of my groceries were 
local, organic options from an environmentally aware 
grocery store.  I noted how much time and money I 
spent to feed myself that week compared to my normal 
habits.
 Surprisingly, I spent less money than I normally 
would have and spent less than six percent of my time 
budget.  I even had friends over for dinner on both 
Friday and Monday nights.  I noticed a significant 
improvement in taste and freshness, and felt more 
energetic than usual all week.  The only inconvenience 
was that the farmer’s market is only on specific days 
and times, which requires significant time management.  

SUSTAINABLE SOURCES
3/13/2013 4:30:00 PM

Bread     $4.10
Canned Beans   $1.00
Cheddar Cheese  $3.99
Chicken    $4.49
Stew Meat   $3.99
Vegetable Broth $3.19
Shrimp    $5.99
Fettuccini   $2.49
Heavy Cream  $2.29
Eggs    $1.79
   
ALL PRODUCE:  $8.00
Lemons 
Blood Oranges 
Grapefruit 
Peppers 
Potatoes
Carrots 
Onion
Butterut Squash
Broccoli
Garlic
  
Sustainable Total   $41.32
Supermarket Total   $53.20
TOTAL SAVINGS      $11.88

Photo By Ray Lee

The good news is that the community of Santa Cruz 
offers many great resources for sustainable alternatives.  
 If students have class or other commitments 
during the farmer’s market, another source of 
sustainable produce are the various local CSAs, also 
known as Community Sustained Agriculture.  CSAs 
are weekly baskets of farm fresh produce that can be 
paid for in advance.  This helps the growers have less 
uncertainty and the consumers gain quality food and a 
great experience.  In addition to getting good food for a 
good deal, buying local, organic, and sustainable food 
creates a demand for such products and the methods 
behind them.  By using purchasing power to increase 
demand for sustainable products, students can do their 
part to sustain their environment, their community, and 
themselves.

Produce from the 
Farmer’s Market

Roasted Butternut Squash Pasta
What You Will Need:
2 Tablespoons Olive Oil
1 2/3 Cups Cubed Butternut Squash
1 Large Onion
Pasta of Choice
1/4 Cup Heavy Cream
Salt, Pepper, and Favorite Seasonings
3 Cloves Garlic

Directions:

1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Coat a 
pan with the olive oil. 

2. Place the squash and onion in the pan, 
and season with salt and pepper. Roast 
30 minutes, or until squash is tender.

→

3. Bring a large pot of lightly salted 
water to a boil. Place pasta in the pot, 
cook for 8 to 10 minutes, and drain.

4. Transfer the cooked squash and 
onion and the cooked pasta to a skillet. 
Gradually pour in the cream. Season 
with sage, or other seasonings. 

5. Continue cooking until heated 
through. Mix in garlic,transfer to a large 
bowl, and serve.

Photo By Brandon Blackburn
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Convenience makes the world go round.
Colors become grayed for more uniformity.

People wear the same shirts cuz they’re all from the same company. 
Frowns and grins become blank faces, an in-between compromise of “OK”.

And things that grow are replaced with plastic for cleaner surfaces. 
What I do is not scheduled on my country’s calendar 

So I am sick, eccentric, a criminal, insane. 
All schools teach the same thing and all teachers forced the same curriculum.

We’re better and more advanced than you. you can’t learn outside a school room.
But as long as you’re lowering the taxes we’re cheering lack of funding.

There are no bad things, The T.V. Tells Me So.
Or everything’s a bad thing, it’s a good thing we’re safe. 

It’s a good thing we have locks on our doors.

It’s Convenient
It’s a good thing there’s no Arabs left in Afghanistan 
Bombing threats out of Iraq or maybe Persia.
It’s a good thing our buildings are shrinking and spreading out 
So there’s no Two Towers battling forces against small men with rings
Nothing is precious anymore.
Sanctity died with religion. Shamans are third world
We outlaw our drugs so our masses are running on alcohol and caffeine.
We are Functioning.
We fit between the lines.
With every laugh there’s a “shush” and every tear there’s a pill.
A smooth-producing society, 
Well-lubricated four-person families.
We’re happy here.

BY CHELSEA  JONES

Photo By Molly Travis 
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Quick and Easy Stew

What You Will Need:
1/4 Cup All Purpose Flour
4 Teaspoons Salt
3 Teaspoons Pepper
3 Teaspoons of Italian Seasoning
2 Cloves Garlic
3 Pounds Stew Meat
3 Tablespoons Vegetable Oil
1 Onion
4 Cups Broth
3 Carrots
4 Yukon Gold Potatoes

Directions:
1. Place 1/4 cup of the flour, salt, and 
pepper in a large bowl, mix, and set 
aside. Cut mean into 1-1/2-inch cubes. 
Coat the meat in the flour mixture.

2. Heat the oil in a large, heavy-
bottomed potn over medium heat until 
shimmering. Shake off the excess 
flour from the meat and add it to the 
pot. Cook, stirring occasionally, until 
browned, or about 6 minutes.

3. Add the onion to the pot and season 
with salt and pepper. Cook, stirring 
occasionally, until softened and just 
starting to brown, about 6 minutes
.
4. Add in a tablespoon of flour and pour 
in 1/2 cup of broth. 

5. Scrape up any browned bits from the 
bottom of the pot, and cook until the 
mixture has thickened, about 5 minutes.

6.  Add the rest of the broth, and 
seasonings. Increase the heat to high and 
bring to a boil. Immediately reduce the 
heat to low and simmer uncovered for 1 
hour.

7. Cut the carrots and potatoes into large 
cubes and add them to the pot. Stir, 
cover with a lid, and simmer, stirring 
occasionally, until the vegetables and 
meat are knife tender, about 1 hour 
more.

8. Taste and season as desired.

THIS RECIPE is great for the 
busy college student.  You can 
leave it to simmer while you 
run to class or an internhsip 
and it makes great leftovers. 

It is healthy, delicious, and best of all 
easy to make. Use locally grown carrots, 
potatoes, and onion for the best taste.

Brown Sugar Lemonade

What You Will Need:
Juice of Six Lemons
1.5 Cups of Water
1 Cup of Brown Sugar
1/2 Cup of Ice

Directions:
In a large pitcher, mix lemon juice and 
water. Then stir in brown sugar until it 
completely dissolves. Stir in ice cubes. 
Enjoy!

LEMONADE is easy and 
cheap to make.  Lemons 
are one of the only fruits in 
season in the wintertime and 
have extraordinary health 

benefits.  Lemons are natural immune 
boosters and can even aid in weight loss.  
Mixed with the sutle sweetness of brown 
sugar, this fruit can be enjoyed without a 
pucker.  Cheaper and better for your body 
than sodas and other sugary drinks, this 
lemonade can a great addition to your 
weekly menu.  

Photo By Brandon Blackburn
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The Alliance PowerSave Campus program 
empowers college students to become 
tomorrow’s energy efficiency leaders. The 
Alliance to Save Energy’s PowerSave 
Campus program is a student-led initiative 

that educates the campus community on energy 
efficiency, achieves energy savings, and encourages 
the next generation of energy efficiency professionals. 
The program has four goals: to build pathways to green 
careers, realize measurable energy savings through 
research and the implementation of best practices of 
energy efficiency, infuse energy and energy efficiency 
concepts into academic curricula, and promote energy 
efficiency outreach through educational campaigns. 
The program provides trainings, mentorships, 
internships, volunteer opportunities, and project-based 
learning. Outreach includes educational campaigns and 
facilitation of retrofits.
 A project that the UCSC PowerSave Green 
Campus team has been working on is the opportunity 
to put more energy efficiet lights in the six residential 

buildings at College 9 and 10. In the summer of 2011, 
Erin Linney, a Project Coordinator with the Alliance 
to Save Energy’s PowerSave Green Campus Program 
and the UCSC Physical Plant identified an opportunity 
for an energy efficiency project in these six residential 
buildings. Erin sought guidance from Patrick Testoni, 
Energy Manager of the UCSC Physical Plant, to conduct 
an audit in the residential buildings. The stairwell lights 
in College Nine and Ten dorm buildings are constantly 
lit with circline fixtures and T8 fixtures. These consume 
almost 83% more energy than needed. Erin Linney 
wrote a grant for the UCSC Carbon Fund that proposed 
to retrofit the existing circline fixtures and T8 fixtures 
with bi-level occupancy sensor fixtures to address this 
inefficiency. Bi-level lighting has two different levels 
of light output from a fixture and occupancy sensor, 
which determines when an area is occupied and when 
it is empty. The new fixtures will decrease the amount 
of energy the lamps consume through the use of an 
occupancy sensor that will dim the light. When the 
stairwell is unoccupied, the circline fixtures light will 

PowerSave & the Green Revolving Loan Fund
BY ERIN LINNEY

Photo By Mollie King

Mother earth can you hear me?
It is I your native son.

Feel my feet upon your soil,
Feel my clay heart beating.

Though many years have passed
Since my soul departed your embrace,

I return now mother earth.
Greet your prodigal son.

 I felt your sun upon my face,
Thrived on nourishment from your fields.

Upon your back I’ve walked the earth nine times over,
Now my feet search for the path home.

Allow my spirit to rest now, 
To mingle with the souls of new wheat.

BY ELIZABETH SMITH

Mother

Photo by Molly Travis
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Future
A dark crab swiftly moves

Through jungle of brown, dark green
Seaweed and rocks, boulders to the crab,

What do crab eyes see?

Being immersed in the seaweed jungle
The crab cannot see what i see

For my eyes are that of a cloud drifting above, passing by

I wonder what it is like to navigate through 
That underwater forest amongst features

That a transitory cloud cannot see

The cloud could transform into rain and splash
Down in tide pools

But would that water experience what the crab does?
Is the world below anything like the world above?

The world i move through
Could that small crustacean have more in common with me

Than i suppose it to be?

Wondering through the known and unknown
Going on a journey, just like i

Who knows where the crab may end up
With all the uncertainty and mystery,

The crab, still, keeps moving.

BY JACK MAZZA

Tidepools

occupancy sensor that will dim the light. When the 
stairwell is unoccupied, the circline fixtures light will 
be reduced to 3% of the normal light out and the T8 
fixtures will decrease to 5%. Andy Shatney, an Energy 
Analyst who specializes in light, brought in his expertise 
by working with Erin to ensure that the bi-level light 
would meet the fire safety standards at minimum light 
output. Furthermore, he was able to install HOBO 
data loggers necessary to provide the accurate data to 
prove the project could pay back the loans with energy 
savings.
 Members o the Carbon Fund committee 
identified the Bi-Level Lighting Retrofit project as the 
perfect pilot project for starting a Green Revolving 
Loan Fund (GRLF) at UCSC because of its significant 
calculable energy and monetary savings. The Carbon 
Fund decided to give the grant in full with the 
expectation that the monetary savings from reduced 
energy would go into the GRLF. Erin and interns from 
the Sustainability Office worked together to determine 
the amount of monetary savings that would be generated 
from the lighting retrofit. Money is budgeted for 
utilities each year. The remaining money at the end of 
the year that did not pay for utilities would normally go 
into a fund for major maintenance and to pay off loans. 
Our goal was to determine how to separate the money 
generated from energy savings after the bi-level retrofit 
from the major maintenance funds. We also wanted to 
establish a separate funding body that would not use 
university funds or student fees to finance projects that 
generate monetary savings through reduced energy 
use. The Bi-Level Lighting Retrofit project helped 
bring together representatives of the UCSC Carbon 
Fund, Physical Plant, Planning and Budget department, 
the Sustainability Office, Alliance to Save Energy 
PowerSave Green Campus program, and Housing to 
develop the first Green Revolving Loan Fund on a UC 
campus. The Bi-Level Lighting Retrofit project was 
chosen as the initial GRLF project because they could 
verify the savings and then pay back the Carbon Fund 
grant June 2013. In order to receive monetary savings 
from the predicted energy savings to pay back the loan, 
they had to verify the energy savings. The information 
from the HOBO data loggers that were installed for 
over six months was crucial in proving that the project 
will pay the loan back in energy savings. Furthermore, 
the data was instrumental in convincing some hesitant 
administration representatives that energy efficiency 
projects do lead to quantifiable monetary savings and 
set a precedent for further GRLF projects.

 One of PowerSave Green Campus program's 
goals for retrofitting the stairwell light in College 9 
and 10 was to inspire the other colleges to follow our 
example, and capitalize on opportunities to realize 
significant energy savings, thus saving money and 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions. Their expert 
knowledge of energy efficiency projects on campus 
was fundamental in designing the project. Furthermore, 
future projects funded by the GRLF will help UCSC 
meet the goal of reducing emission to 1990 levels by 
2020. 
 We raised, and hope to continue to raise, the 
awareness of staff and students about energy efficiency 
and conservation at UCSC.  The GRLF is a great 
opportunity for staff and students to collaborate on 
projects and receive funding to save energy around 
campus. Reducing energy use on campus also has a 
direct environmental benefit through the reduction of 
greenhouse gas emissions, and will help UCSC meet 
the Climate Action Plan goals. We chose the Bi-Level 
Stairwell Lighting Retrofit project because we are 
able to quantify the savings and it provides a quick 
payback period that will enable us to fund future energy 
efficiency projects. The new bi-level light fixtures will 
be installed Spring of 2013.

To learn more information about what the UCSC’s PSGC team 
does on campus or how to become part of the team, email 
powersave@googlegroups.com. PowerSave Green Campus can 
also be found on Facebook (UCSC PowerSave Green Campus) or 
at their website (www.ucscpowersave.com).

Photo By Dana Kern 
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SPRING 2013 marks 
the first issue of 
Growth, a Student 
Media publication 
released by the 

same folks who create the 
annual Disorientation 
Guide. Growth is meant to 
familiarize students with the 
issue of campus expansion. 
The magazine focuses on the 
debates surrounding UCSC’s 
Long Range Development 
Plan, but also includes 
articles exploring other 
related topics. The debate 
over campus expansion 
is multifaceted, raising 
questions about colonialism, 
UC politics, regional water 
scarcity, endangered species 
protection, and the meaning 
of a university education. 
Growth features articles 
on these topics alongside 
interviews with campus 
administrators and local 
politicians, as well as poems, 
drawings, and other creative 
works. The magazine also 
provides an overview of the 
relationship between UCSC 
expansion and the City 
of Santa Cruz’s proposed 
desalination plant.

Copies of Growth will be 
available for free at all libraries 
and cafes on campus, starting 
the second week of Spring 
quarter. Updated editions of 
Growth may be published as 
new developments occur.

Future of Our Campus

Redwood Haiku
BY JACK MAZZA

After many years
Cities and towns come and go

A redwood still grows

Jimmy Tran
 STUDENT PHOTOGRAPHY...

 BY NOAH MISKA
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Raina Wessen

Molly Travis

Brandon BlackBurn
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T   here’s only one event at UCSC where you 
can you find enlightening and delicious food, 
environmental justice presentations, amazing 
workshops and live entertainment all in one 

place. At UCSC’s 12th Annual Earth Summit event on 
Friday March 8, 2013, hundreds of UCSC students, 
staff and faculty and local community members came 
together to celebrate environmental sustainability on 
campus, discuss the future, and share opportunities for 
getting involved.
   The all-day festival, hosted by UCSC’s Student 
Environmental Center, took place in the College 9/10 
Multipurpose Room. The event kicked off with a 
groovy performance by local band Second Floor Funk, 
then transitioned into keynote speaker presentations, 
workshops, information tables, and eclectic spoken 
word performances.

   The Student Environmental Center’s Zero Waste 
campaign ensured that everything used at the event 
was recycled, composted, or reusable. Attendees also 
received reusable mugs and tie-dyed cloth napkins to 
use during and after the event. 
   The Student Environmental Center’s Earth Summit 
campaign themed this year’s event “Branch Out! 
Fostering Inclusive Solutions” to symbolize the growth 
in campus sustainability efforts since last year’s Earth 
Summit, themed “Sprout,” and to reflect the importance 
of various perspectives in the collective goal of making 
UCSC even more sustainable. With over 600 attendees, 
eleven student led workshops, and more than twenty 
on and off campus organizations offering opportunities 
for involvement, Earth Summit achieved its goal of 
fostering inclusivity.
   Archie Almario II, a junior Anthropology major at 

Branching Out at Earth Summit 2013
BY CAMRYN YAROS

Photo By Mollie King

Tori Zdeb
Dana Kern
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student-run SOAR organization at UCSC, educated 
folks about their upcoming conference, “Achieving
Human Sustainability,” which will seek to reveal 
the connections between human consciousness and 
sustainability. Aviva Wolman, a senior psychology 
major at UCSC and a coordinator for the BMC, 
was present at the BMC information table at Earth 
Summit. She said, “Achieving human sustainability 
means changing our consciousness of ourselves and 
our environment as humankind, to sustain the earth 
for future generations. At Earth Summit, I was able 
to mingle with others who shared my same goals for 
sustainability. That collaboration is how we will achieve 
human sustainability.”
   Meanwhile the Santa Cruz branch of Sprout Up, A 
youth-led non-profit group, recruited instructors for 
their program teaching environmental science and 
sustainable practices to local elementary school classes. 
Jesse Weinstock, a senior Environmental Studies major 

UCSC and member of the Student Environmental 
Center, remarked that “This year’s Earth Summit 
was a beautiful presentation of UCSC’s sustainability 
endeavors, and more importantly represents the summit 
of our collective aspirations for 
sustainability in the future.”
   As the keynote speakers, 
Earth Summit featured 
Flora Lu, Ph.D., and Maya 
Salsedo, who have pioneered 
remarkable achievements in 
social, environmental, and 
food justice. Flora Lu, a trained 
ecological anthropologist 
and Environmental Studies professor here at UCSC, 
has conducted research with the Huaorani Indians 
of the Ecuadorian Amazon since 1992, examining 
their relationship with the natural environment and 
aiding their adaptation to rapid social, economical 
and environmental changes. At Earth Summit, Flora 
described the Ecuadorian natives’ past and current 
struggles against Texaco, now Chevron, which 
has released billions of gallons of toxic waste into 
Ecuadorian land since the 1960’s in their oil drilling 
efforts. Flora explained how students can take action 
abroad through study programs in Ecuador to work 
personally with Ecuadorians. Flora also encouraged 
students to act locally by staying aware of Chevron’s 
current actions and protesting environmentally 
irresponsible practices.
   The second keynote speaker, Maya Salsedo is a 
food justice advocate from Santa Cruz who began her 
activism at age fourteen working on a LifeLab youth 
empowerment farm. Since then she has become the 

first youth organizer of the community empowerment 
organization Rooted in Community, and received the 
2012 Brower Youth Award for her contribution to 
creating the first-ever Youth Food Bill of Rights, all 
by the age of twenty. At Earth Summit she described 
her experiences growing up in a low-income family in 
Santa Cruz, largely relying on fast food for sustenance. 
She began her career in activism based on her belief 
that everyone has the right to healthy, affordable, and 
sustainable food.
   Naomi Stern, a senior Environmental Studies and 
Literature major at UCSC and co-chair of the UCSC 
branch of Education for Sustainable Living Program, 
had a profound response to Maya’s presentation.  
She said, “It was powerful to see somebody my age 
speaking out about food justice issues. Collective youth 
empowerment has the power to change the way people 
think about sustainability.” 
   After the fascinating presentations, attendees split off 
into eleven workshops. These covered a wide range of 

topics, providing event goers 
with various opportunities 
for learning about sustainable 
actions and lifestyles. One 
workshop demonstrated the 
central issues and action steps 
regarding water privatization, 
while another workshop 
provided easy steps for 
creating and teaching a student 
led class at UCSC. Other 

workshops showed attendees how to make their very 
own sourdough yeast cultures, and how to turn excess 
household items into artistic and functional pieces.
   Throughout the entire event, over fifteen 
environmental groups from on and off campus 
hosted information tables, where they displayed their 
achievements and opportunities for involvement. The 
Brain, Mind and Consciousness Society (BMC), a 

“This year’s Earth Summit was a 
beautiful presentation of UCSC’s 

sustainability endeavors, and more 
importantly represents the summit 

of our collective aspirations for 
sustainability in the future.”

   - Archie Almario II

at UCSC and organizer for Sprout Up, was impressed 
by the atmosphere of leadership and innovation at Earth 
Summit and remarked, “Earth Summit consisted of a 
bunch of leaders, all leading through action. There’s no 
other event where we could have met so many open 
minded, capable individuals, who allow Sprout Up to 
exist.”
   Earth Summit has a long history of connection with 
the Student Environmental Center and the Blueprint 
for a Sustainable Campus. The SEC is the largest 
student-run environmental group on campus, with 
seven student-run campaigns implementing action 
on campus. About 11 years ago the SEC created the 
Blueprint for a Sustainable Campus, a living document 
encompassing current visions and actions of students, 
staff, faculty and community members within ten 
topics of sustainability: Green Building, Water, Food 
Systems, Waste Prevention, Energy, Academics 
& Curriculum, Social and Environmental Justice, 
Transportation, Green Purchasing, and Land, Habitat & 
Watershed. Every year SEC’s Earth Summit campaign 
hosts Blueprint Breakout discussions prior to Earth 
Summit, allowing students’ voices to be heard on each 
blueprint topic. The Earth Summit campaign updates 
the Blueprint yearly to include these new ideas, so that 
the Blueprint may serve as a continual guide for students 
wishing to launch their own sustainability projects. 
   The Earth Summit event, first held in 2002, is the 
culmination of these efforts. More importantly, Earth 
Summit creates a space for existing environmental 
organizations to find ways to collaborate, and brings 
UCSC’s most innovative and hopeful individuals 
together in one place, where they can plant the seeds 
for change to improve our campus and our world.
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Tie-Dyed Cloth Napkins and Reusable Mugs

→
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This Publication Was Funded By: 

Campus Sustainability Council
 Measure 43

& The Bay Tree Bookstore

Special Thanks to Community Printers

We want to know what you think about 
Gaia Magazine!

Please go online and take our reader survey at:
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/938TYYK

Keep an eye out for our new website 
coming soon!
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